A morphologically distinct cavernicolous salamander Proteus anguinus from southeastern Slovenia (Bela Krajina) is described as P. a. parkelj ssp. n. It differs from P. a. anguinus in a dark pigmentation, fully developed eyes, a skull with broader and
prep.).
Proteus is highly specialised troglomorphic, Bijdragen tot de Dierkunde, 64 (1) 33-53 (1994) SPB Academie Publishing bv, The Hague
The history of the name Proteus goes back to Valvasor (Aljancic et al., 1986) . During larval development, the initial eye development is retarded; later on in life the eyes degenerate and become covered by skin (Durand, 1973) . Attempts to induce metamorphosis failed (Pehani & Seliskar, 1941) .
No obvious characters exist that suggest strong intraspecific differentiation. The only serious attempt to elaborate upon the taxonomy of Proteus was by Fitzinger (1850) who described seven species under the genus name Hypochthon (see also Schreiber, 1912) . Of all those taxa only H. zoisii has been accepted by some (Mertens & Müller, 1940) (Duellman & Trueb, 1986 (AljanCiC et al., 1986; Istenic & Bulog, 1986; IsteniC, 1987; Hodalic, 1993 Data on the structure of the eyes and skin were obtained by electron microscopy (Bulog, 1992 (Nei, 1987) . (Nei, 1987) .
The matrix of D Ncj was converted into a phenogram using the UPGMA method (Sneath & Sokal, 1973) . A main objection against this method is that the phenogram can be interpreted in (Poulik, 1957) . Roman numerals refer to the buffer systems of Shaw & Prasad (1970) . PAGE refers to acrylamide gels according to Maurer (1971: (Bulog, 1991 (Bulog, , 1992 Bulog (1991 Bulog ( , 1992 Kranjec (1981) . (Fig. 2) . The ethmoidal plaque in the only macerated skull that we possess has a rather peculiar shape with its rostral tines curved and with convergent tips (Fig. 3) . In the frontalia the width versus length ratio averages at 0.6 to 1. (Table III) . Dolivo-Dobrovolsky (1926) . Briegleb (1962) and from photographs by Vandel & Bouillon (1959) and Vandel et al. (1966) (Peters et al., 1973; Sket, 1985) (Conant, 1975 (Wolterstorff, 1923) , the number of trunk vertebrae (Ver) is an equally good or better discriminatory feature than WI itself (Arntzen & Wallis, 1993) (Fig. 7 ab) . (Fig. 7bc) . (Nei, 1987 (Sket, 1970 (Briegleb, 1962; Sket & Velkovrh, 1978) . (Culver, 1982 (Fitzinger, 1850) of which Rupnica is the type locality. The morphologically indistinguishable and biochemically similar population from Vir should be attributed to the Gams, 1965; Novak, 1990 (cf. Sket, 1970 (cf. Sket, , 1986 Sket & Bole, 1982 (Klepec, 1981;  cf. Fig. 1 ). Since its habitat is not directly accessible to man, a population estimate cannot easily be performed.
As it appears to be a rare taxon with a small distribution area, P. a. parkelj has been placed on the Slovenian Red List of endangered animal species (Sket, 1992 
